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DATE: arch 29, 19S6 

SUBJECT: Visit to Italy (Cassa Program) 

During my visit to Italy which lasted from February 20 to March 24, 1956 
I investigated two new irrigation projects (Flwnendosa and Volturno) and I also 
paid an end-use visit to the region of the Catania irrigation ~roject. 

Flumendosa Project . This ,roject will ultimately irrigate 50,000 hectares of 
suitable soil. The water will be stored in two reservoirs and it will low to 
the plain throuzh a syste~ of tunnels and canals . In the nlanning of the project 
the attention was initially concentrated in the desigqing of the reservoirs and 
main canals . Lately, nov,ever, the bnte Flumendosa has concentrated its attention 
on the layout of the water distribution ~utem . They have organized a contest 
between engineering groups, who were asked to submit plans for a distribution 
syste~ in the 0lain together with estimates for the future agricultural production. 
Twelve engineering groups submitted answers to this contest and the officials 
of the Ente are novr deciding on the final plan for water distribution on the 
basis of the answers to the contest . The development of the irrigable area 
may take up to ten years o 

In considering this nroject we should keep in mind that the Campidano 
di Cagliari is the only large plain in Sardinia which can be used for intensive 
agriculture. The soils are fair to good; the farmers are especially good cattle 
breeders, and the 0.overnment extension service has established close working 
relations with the farmers . The main products af'ter the transformation will 
be lemons, vegetables, livestock nroducts and general crore . 

The final plan for the development o, this area will be sent to the 
Bank soon after Easter o Hr . Chadenet will bring it back when he returns to 
the Bank around the middle of Anril . 

It is prqbable that the Cas.-a disbursements for this ')J"O ject will 
be in th2 order o the eouivqlent of ust 7-10 million in "'ach of the next 
three years . 

Volturno Project. The Consorzio for the Volturno Basin is buildin~ a bar age 
in tQe Volturno river and it is planning to i ~rigate finally 40,000 hectares . 
The detailed irrigation works will be done in six or seven steps and it is 
probable that in the next three or four years about 18,500 hectares will be 
supnlied with i~rigation water o The Volturno river has, in the course of ~any 
centuries, b.ilt up a rather high bed . This caused serious drainage difficul
ties for the lands on the le ·t and right banks of the river . However, most of 
the works to imnrove the drainage system of these areas have already been 
completed by the Consorzio. 

The Volturno project has been very well planned and the Consorzio 
is a well-organized unit. 
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The farms in the uroject-area are much less primitive than those in 
either the Catania or the Cam9idano area, and the initial production is higher 
than in the other two areas . Therefore the increase in production as a result 
of the project will not be as large as in the case of the other projects . 
However, we should keep in mind that the Volturno area is ideally situated 
between two large markets (Naples and Rome), so that finally farms will follow 
a very extensive pattern of uroduction . One of the maih lines of production 
will be the keeping of well-bred buffaloes . Furthermore there will be truck
cropping, uroduction o~ non-citrus fruits and general agriculture . The pressure 
on the land is very heavy in this densely populated area, so that there will be 
an increasing number of rather small farms . 

The Cons orzio is reviewing the estimates for the disbursements in the 
next few years, the benefits and the costs of the Drivate works . The final 
figures will be s ent to us shortly after Easter, or Mr . Chadenet will bring them 
to the Bank. It is estimated that the Cassa disbursements will be the equivalent 
of u~$ 3-4 million in each of the next three years . 

Catania Project. w~. Chadenet will have the figures on the progress of the 
physical works constructed since last year ' s visit . I paid special attention 
to the agri cultural aspects of the project, and I visited some large and small 
farms which have already been transformed with excell ent results . There is in 
the project-area a general revival of agriculture, and it can be said that the 
farmers in the Catania Plain are very keen to take advantage of the new opnor
tunities offered to them. 

I also visited the exoer iment station for citrus cro~G, the experiment 
station for an.~ual crops and the new agricultural college . Moreover I had a 
discussion with representatives of the banks which extend credit to the farmers . 
It appears that there are some difficulties in this connection in the period 
between the completion of the land-improvement works and the attatnment of full 
?roduction by the modernized farms . The land reform agency and the Consorzio 
are both well-organized and there is good cooperation between these two entities 
and the extension service of the Government . 

The central office of the Cassa follows the developments in the 
Catania area closely because t hey are most anxious that the development of t his 
area should be efficiently carried out. 

On March 17, I visited the agricultural fair at Verona which was 
interesting because of the strong international participation . 

I also collected im~ressions on the amount of damage done by the 
severe winter . This tlamage is locally very serious, but the t otal effect on 
gross agr i cultural 1)roduction or value of exooil!ts will probably be only moderate . 

cc: Messrs. Craig-Martin, Wheelock . 




