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April 25, 1958 

THE AMBASSADOR OF SPAIN 

, ' 
Mr. Eugene R. Black 
president, International Bank 
for Reoo nstruction and Development 
Washington, D. C. 

MY dear Mr. President: 

I wish to refer to the talks that you and Mr. Jacobsen have held 
with my Minister Counselor, Mr. Alba, and with some of the Economic Officers 
from this Embassy, in the course of which you have discussed the possibility 
of a trip to Spain by a group that might eventually be formed by Representa 
tives of the Bank and of tlte Fund, with the object of laying the ground-work 
for the elaboration of a survey of the Spanish economy and the possibilities 7 
for its development, on the lines of the ones you have drawn up on Argentina,---- · 
Mexico, Cuba, and other countries, but that might eventually comprise monetary 
problems. 

upon my return from Madrid, where I have discussed the matter 
with the competent Authorities, I am now able to take the matter up with more 
precision than has been possible till the present time, and wish to advise you: 

a) - You yourself and Mr. Jacobsen would determine whether the 
group wculd be composed of Representatives fran the Bank and from the Fund, 
with the specialists from both establishments studying the matters of their 
respective competence in one ccmrnon report, or cmtrarily, and equally accept 
able to the Spanish Authorities, whether there would be two different reports. 

b) - In either event I would appreciate your information on the 
conditions under which the experts concerned would travel to Spain. I believe 
that the local expenses would be paid for by the ~panish Government while the 
Fund and the Bank would look after the specialists• retribution and other non 
local expenses. 

c) - The Spanish Authorities wculd wish that thi~ work (which is 
considered independent of :::ipain1s membership in the Bank and the Fund, prepa 
rations for which are, as you know, a t a very advanced stage) should begin as 
soon as possible, -~c believe, subject to further discussions, that the group 

Ito be designated should count among its members specialists on transportation, 
power, iron and steel, agriculture and general development, in addition to a 
general economics expert. 
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d) - I have noticed that sane of the reports that your Bank has 
made have been published, while others have only been made known to the Gov 
ernment c~ncerned and this aspect of the matter would be decided upon by the 
Spanish Government. 

A1so, those reports are sometimes made solely by the Bank's 
experts, while in other cases there isacertain collaboration by the local 
Authorities or experts. I would like to know which of these two systems would 
be preferred by you in the bpanish case. 

e) - Grice the Spanish Government and the Bank will have decided to 
effect the study, the Bank might send an "exp'Lorat.ory mission" to Spain, which 
would suggest to the Spanish Authorities and to the Bank the scope ~nd the mo 
dalities of the survey as well as the c copos t.t lon of the group charged with car 
rying it out. 

I would very much appreciate your considered opinion on the feasi 
bility of making the report and on its various aspects, so that 1 may, after 
consulting with Madrid, give you the Spanish Government's definite opinion on 
this Lmportant matter. 
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