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FOREWORD 
The central office of the Bank of France, which is to be 

host to the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Boards of Governors 
of the Fund and Bank, is located in several buildings 
situated in the heart of Paris, in a block bounded by the 
rue La V rilliere, the rue Croix des Petits Champs, the rue 
du Colonel Driant and the rue de Valois. 
The main building was erected between 1635 and 1640 

for the Duke de la Vrilliere, Counselor of the King, accord 
ing to plans of the architect Francois Mansart. It was 
enlarged and embellished at the beginning of the 18th 
century by a new owner, the Count of Toulouse, son of 
Louis XIV and Grand Admiral of France, in whose family 
it remained until the Revolution of 1789. At that time, the 
Toulouse Palace became national property and housed the 
National Printing Office for several years. 

In 1810, the Bank of France, established ten years previ 
ously, moved into the building with the authorization of 
Napoleon I. As the Bank's activities continuously increased 
during the 19th century, it became necessary to adapt and 
enlarge the building. Constant care was taken, however, 
to preserve its original character, especially that of the 
Galerie Doree, famous for its proportions and ornamentation. 

After World War I, the Bank of France undertook a _new 
program of expansion. Work was begun in 1924 on an 
underground vault, embedded in rock, which was com 
pleted in 1926. This vault has an area of 10,000 meters. 

The new building, where the Fund-Bank Meeting will 
be held, was begun in 1936. Construction was interrupted 
for six years by World War II and has just recently been 
completed. The building is five stories high, with four 
additional floors underground, and covers an area of 2.5 
acres. The large hall on the ground floor has an area of 
750 square meters. There is a terrace on the roof from 
which may be viewed the whole of Paris. 






