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TO Mr. C. C. Pineo 

FROM: H. C. de Roth 

SUBJECT: Report on the Netherlands 

DATE: March 31, 1947 

) 

In connection with the preparation of the report on the Netherlands, the 
Research Department and ourselves made a distribution of the work. We took 
over those sections which dealt with the foreign debt, the monetary and 
financial structure, the commercial and monetary agreements, the political, 
and the geographic aspects; the Research undertook to write up the budget, 
the balance of payments, the aspect dealing with the colonies, and foreign 
trade. 

A couple of weeks ago the Research Department, in reply to my question, 
advised me that some of their studies were ready. When I asked to see them 
I was told that according to a rule of the Department they could not be 
released before they had been passed by the Head of the Department. I pointed 
out that I merely wanted to read them so as to report on the progress of the 
work, but I did not succeed in obtaining them. One or two subsequent attempts 
had the same negative result. 

Inasmuch as our own reports were about completed, and I was anxious to report 
to you what was the status, I spoke to you about this situation last Friday. 
You asked me to call a meeting of the Working Party on the Netherlands to 
discuss the progress made and bring the Working Party up-to-date. This I did 
at once, and the meeting took place that same afternoon, present were: 

) 

Mr. Genty 
Mr. Alter 
Mr. Demuth 
Mr. Riley 
Mr. Rucinski 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Bengston 
myself 
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President's Office 
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Research Department 
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Legal Department 
Loan Department 

I reviewed the extent of the studies we had made, and passed around the binder 
containing them for inspection. I then asked Mr. Rucinski if he could tell 
us what progress his Department had made. He enumerated the studies they had 
completed, adding that some were not yet done because of lack of sufficient 
information. When I asked to see them, he replied with the same excuse he had 
given me before: that his Chief had not yet released them and that he there 
fore could not show them to us, with the result that the meeting was not as 
fruitful as it should have been. I said I was very disappointed, and that I 
was sure the others present were also, it was embarrassing, inasmuch as I had 
to make my report on the progress of the work and felt that it was incomplete, 
and that I, who was in charge of the Working Party, was not in a position to 
advise you where it stood and what had been so far accomplished. 
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Mr. Demuth then asked Mr. Rucinski whether the reports of the 
Research Department could not be released informally for reading, as they 
were merely working papers, to which Rucinski replied that he regretted it, 
but could do nothing until he had obtained a release. He then asked whether 
they could see our studies, to which I replied that of course they could 
see them at any time. 

As I was leaving the office in the evening, Mr. Rucinski spoke 
to me just before I was leaving and said he had three of his studies for me, 
asking me not to circulate them as they were working papers and actually 
not released. The others would be given to me as soon as they had reached 
a more advanced stage. 
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